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The Douglas DC-3 was the modern, reliable, efficient transport aircraft that changed the airlines from a small-scale, risky business to a safe, profitable, world-wide industry.
In World War II, over 10,000 of the military version, the C-47, were employed by the armed forces of the Allied Nations. They moved cargo, personnel and supplies, towed gliders, and were the aerial workhorses of the war. 
A special VIP variant, the VC-47, is on display on the March Field Air Museum flight line, and a DC-3 may be seen at Fla-Bob Airport in Rubidoux. 

D-Day Doll, a C-53D Sky Trooper, was the paratrooper version of the iconic Douglas Gooney Bird, and is operated at the Riverside Municipal Airport by the Inland Empire Wing of the Commemorative Air Force (CAF). She was built in Santa Monica in July 1943, arrived in Europe in September 1943, and was used in training the 101st Airborne Division. 
D-Doll flew three missions on D-Day and also dropped paratroopers in Operation MARKET GARDEN. She supported operations during the Battle of The Bulge around Bastogne and flew during OPERATION Varsity in March 1945. After the war, she was declared surplus and flew for several different airlines, before being donated to the CAF in Riverside. 

Four members of the CAF Inland Empire Wing will deliver a multi-media roundtable presentation on the DC-3, C-47 and C-53, and they will describe the history and mission of their national organization.
The Inland Empire Aviation Roundtable is sponsored by the March Field Air Museum, and is dedicated to the local aviation and aerospace community. We hold monthly meetings, open to the public, where subjects of interest to the air-minded public are presented.  We encourage lively informal discussion of these presentations, and of other timely subjects raised by the attendees.  Subjects include aviation and aerospace history, civil and military, as well as new developments in these fields. Parking and admission are free for this event. 

The March Field Air Museum is located adjacent to March Air Reserve Base, at 22550 Van Buren Blvd., east of the intersection of Van Buren Blvd. and the 215 Freeway.

Telephone: (951) 902-5949
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